PARENT GUIDE
LEARN. GROW. LEAD.

KS2 | Ages7-11

10 Simple Ways to Improve
Your Child's English
Confidence

Practical ways to strengthen reading
independence, expressive language and
confidence in writing.

KS2 confidence grows when children have choices, time to develop ideas and
feedback they can act on.
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English Confidence

WAYS 1-5
KS2 | Ages 7-11

Choose the ideas that fit your child. Consistency and calm matter more than trying everything at once.

Protect reading choice

1 Children read more willingly when texts connect with their interests. Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics
and magazines can all build skill.

Visit a library or browse together and choose one text for enjoyment, not assessment.

SAY: "What would you genuinely like to read?"

Discuss instead of testing

2 Too many recall questions can make reading feel like a quiz. Conversation about reactions and ideas
builds deeper understanding.

Share your own thought first, then invite your child to agree, disagree or add something.

SAY: "What interested or surprised you most?"

Praise meaning before editing

3 Respond first to imagination, organisation or clarity. Correcting everything at once can hide what the
writing already does well.

Choose one strength and one manageable improvement for each piece of writing.

SAY: "Your main idea is clear. Let's improve one part together."

Build vocabulary in context

4 New words are easier to remember when linked to a story, topic or experience rather than learned as an
isolated list.

Record the word, a simple meaning and one original sentence in a small vocabulary book.

SAY: "Which word would express your meaning more precisely?"

Plan writing aloud

5 Talking through ideas reduces the pressure of a blank page. Once the message is clear, writing becomes
more manageable.

Ask your child to tell you the beginning, key event and ending before they write.

SAY: "Tell me your idea first; | will listen."
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English Confidence

WAYS 6-10
KS2 | Ages 7-11

Choose the ideas that fit your child. Consistency and calm matter more than trying everything at once.

Make spelling patterns manageable

6 Work on a small group of related words and notice the pattern. Short, frequent practice is more supportive
than a long weekly test.

Sort five words by pattern, say them, cover them, write them and check.

SAY: "What pattern can help you remember these words?"

Read different kinds of text

7 Stories, instructions, reports, persuasive writing and poetry each develop different reading and language
skills.

Compare how two texts organise information or create a different effect.

SAY: "What is this text trying to help the reader do or feel?"

Give feedback one step at a time

8 Confidence grows when feedback is specific and achievable. One focused improvement is easier to apply
than a page of corrections.

Agree one target, such as paragraphing, sentence punctuation or stronger verbs.

SAY: "Which one change would make the biggest difference?"

Build speaking confidence safely

9 Explaining, reading aloud and performing help language develop, but children need a low-pressure
audience and preparation time.

Rehearse a short passage together before sharing it with one trusted person.

SAY: "Would you like to practise it with me first?"

Keep a record of progress

10 Save a strong paragraph, newly mastered spelling or book completed. Visible evidence helps children
notice that their skill is growing.

Add one example each week to an 'English | can do' folder.

SAY: "What feels easier now than it did before?"
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